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PRESIDENTIAL PERSPECTIVE

Dear Members and Friends of the American Nudist
Research Library,

This is the last message you will receive from me as
president of the ANRL. It has been an honor and a
privilege to have served in this office for five years
now, but I feel it is time to step down and allow
someone else a chance to take over. Actually, I've
done double duty these past five years serving both
as president and working in the library every week

as just a regular librarian doing everything from
greeting visitors to packaging and sending out book
and magazine orders all over the country.

I intend to continue in this latter role for the
foreseeable future, so if you visit Cypress Cove,
please stop in the library, as I'll always be happy to
meet any and all of our members and supporters.

I especially would like to thank our digital scanning
volunteers, Ed Westen, Mark Silverstein, and Jim
Sweeney, who have scanned dozens of volumes
containing tens of thousands of pages to be stored
for the enjoyment and education of future
generations.

[ must also express my deepest thanks to our
secretary and past president, Helen Fisher, for all of
her help and guidance all these years. I could not
have done this job without her assistance.

So here’s wishing all of you a happy holiday season
and a wonderful 2014!

Sincerely,
Edward Waller
President, ANRL



PASSING THE REINS

As you have figured out, Dave and I decided it was
time to turn over the Newsletter, after 12 years, to
new very capable hands. Mark works in the digital
area, scanning to preserve everything in the Library.
Becky is helping visitors who are doing research or
just enjoying reading and anything else that needs to
be done. Both have written articles for different
magazines and we want to thank them for taking
over for us. Thank you again Becky and Mark.
Helen and Dave Fisher

With this issue of the ANRL Newsletter, Becky
Silverstein and I have agreed to take on the editing
and distribution chores. We are grateful for the
years Helen and Dave Fisher have put into the
Newsletter, and for the instruction Helen generously
provided us so that we had a clue as to how to
handle an undertaking such as we have never before
experienced. As to our background, Becky and I
have been involved with the naturist and nudist
communities since 1998. Our first experience was
at Gunnison beach at the Sandy Hook Unit of The
Gateway National Recreational Area in New Jersey.
We were members of Bare Buns Family Nudist
Club until it closed. We were associate members of
Avalon in West Virginia, charter members and
former board members of Capitol Area Family
Naturists, and current members of Cypress Cove.
We volunteer at the library on most Friday
afternoons and have contributed our writings, on
several occasions, to N magazine. We look forward
to your thoughts, and to producing this Newsletter
for you twice a year.

Mark Silverstein

TRANSITION TO EMAIL DELIVERY

In order to save funds and volunteer hours, the
library will be moving its newsletter delivery system
to email beginning with the next issue. Many of you
have already expressed a desire for email delivery,
and we shall be complying with your wishes with
the next issue. For those who wish to have email
delivery of the next newsletter, you need do nothing
if you are sure the library's mailing list contains your
current email address. The editors shall be working
with the membership chair to ensure this is the case
and scrub the list until it is clean and accurate. If
you don't think you have provided us with your
current email address, please feel free to email the
library with that information at ANRL.ORG.

Should you prefer to continue receiving the
newsletter via traditional paper mail, just drop us a
line at American Nudist Research Library, 2950 Sun
Cove Drive, Kissimmee, FL. 34746 or phone the
library at 407-933-2866 and leave a message.

SCANNING UPDATE

The preservation of written materials through
digitizing has been an ongoing project for several
years. After some false starts and quite a bit of
'learning as we go' the scanning of magazines and
newsletters is proceeding at a steady, if slow pace.
The acquisition of a large scanning unit that is
capable of photographing two pages of a bound
document at a time and saving those photographs
sequentially to a hard drive has been the key to the
preservation of books and magazines. The scanner
is capable of holding even fragile materials both
firmly and safely and the output can be as much as
several hundred pages per hour. So far more than
1200 issues of magazines comprising over 67,000
pages have been scanned and processed. It is my
guess that we have scanned and processed perhaps



15% of the magazine collection and have yet to start
on the books and manuscripts.

Once the material has been photographed in the
scanner, the raw JPEG images are cropped,
straightened, and otherwise improved and finished.
JPEGs are produced using proprietary software from
the scanner manufacturer. Adobe Acrobat is used to
compile the finished JPEGs, one for each page in the
magazine, into a PDF file containing the complete
magazine issue and that file is made searchable
through the use of the OCR capabilities of Acrobat.
The finished PDFs are then burned onto DVDs and
stored on hard drives. The scanned magazine files
are available for use by interested patrons at the
library. The scans are of good enough quality that
patrons can easily scroll through magazines to read
articles and examine photos and artwork, and they
can readily search for keywords if researching a
topic. At this time scanned materials are only
available at the library and are not for sale. We
understand that copyright laws would prohibit the
reproduction of books or magazines for profit.

Ed Westen

MEMBERSHIP AND WEB PAGE

My recent Library activities include: Responsibility
for maintaining ANRL Membership, Migration of
ANRL's Email from anrl@netzero.net to
anrl@anrl.org, initiated migration of the Library's
database from FileMaker 5 to FileMaker 12, and
upgrading the Library's Internet connection on
Century Link from 786 kbps to 20 Mbps. I updated
our Web site's "Collection Pages" with lists of titles
of both surplus and archived magazines, books, and
videos. The Web site now has a list of Who's Who
folders. I created a closed group on Facebook called
"American Nudist Research Library," and there are
now 72 members.

Although significant accomplishments have been
made over the last year, I plan to assist the Library
to address the following important issues:
recruitment of new members to maintain a positive
cash flow, increasing the number of volunteers and
their skill level, focusing on publicity to increase
Library awareness both locally here at Cypress Cove
and on the Internet, increasing hours during which
the Library can be open, increasing the number of
Library visitors.

Bob Proctor

MEMBERSHIP
MEETING

January 17, 2014
11:00 AM

In the library

All members are
welcome to attend.
There will be
election of new
officers.
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